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HI THERE. 

I HOPE _YOu'RE NOT 
LOOKING FOR A CUTE 
EDITORIAL CARTOON FROM 

ARCHIE GOODWIN THIS 
ISSUE 'CAUSE HE'S NOT 
HERE. THERE'S ONLY ME-- 

ASSOCIATE EDITOR 
JO PUFFY. 


I WISH I COULO TELL 
YOU ARCHIE'S OFF SOMEWHERE, 
WORKING ON ANY ONE OF THE DOZEN 
OR SO OTHER EPIC COMICS WE'RE ALL SO 
EXCITED ABOUT RIGHT NOW: BUT HE'S NOT. 
HE READ THIS ISSUE AND WAS SO BLOWN AWAY 
BY WHAT HAPPENS IN (T THAT HE JUST HAD 
TO LEAVE. I TRIED TO WARN HIM THAT THE 
STORY GETS PRETTY INTENSE, BUT WOULD 
HE LISTEN TO MEY NOW// IM SusT THE 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR! SO NOW HE'S GONE 
: HOME AND DON'T EXPECT A CUTE 
S EDITORIAL FROM ME, EITHER. I 
READ THE STORY BEFORE HE DID, 
AND IT UPSET ME, TOO. 


so I'M 
GONNA JUST 
5} SIT HERE 
IN THE DARK 
TILL IT 
RECOVER. 


BESIDES 
WHICH, I CAN'T 
DRAW. 


it HERE NOW THE NEws. 

THE JUDAS PRIEST CONCERT 
SCHEDULED FOR CENTRAL PARK 
TODAY HAP TO BE CANCELLED, 


EX AS CHANTING HORPES 
© OF MENUOO FANG .., 
= = —S 

Ne —— 


Janne 
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ON A LUSH GREEN WORLD CALLED 

PLOREXUS THE COMBATANTS. 

FACE EACH OTHER. NOT A WORP 

IS. UTTERED, FOR IT 15 A TIME OF 
CONFLICT AND. 


IN THE AIR ABOVE THE CAMPSITES 
HOVERS THE HEAD OF THE INSTRU- 
MENTALITY CHURCH, THE HIGH 
LORD PAPAL WITH HIS LIGHT- 
BEING MINIONS, L/ILTRA VIOLET 
AND INFRA RED. 


ON THE GROUND STAND THE CATMAN OEDI, 
THE MYSTIC SYZYGY DARKLOCK, DOCTOR 
QELPHI, THE POWER SWORP-WIELDER 
VANTH DREADSTAR THE BLIND TELEPATH. 


WILLOW WITH HER MONK, RAINBOW, ANE 


: THE SMUGGLER SKEEVO. 


€ 


— THE STAGE (6 SET 
FOR BATTLE. 


WILLOW, I'M BROADCASTING LOUD ANP CLEAR! WHAT CAN I 002 


MY THOUGHTS TO YOU, DO 
YOU READ? 


SET UPA SIX-WAY 
TELEPATHIC LINK-UP. 
WITH OUR GROUP, WE NEED 
INFORMATION AND A 

BATTLE PLAN... FAST, 


LINK-UP COMPLETE, JUST REMEMBER, SYZYGY 
AND YOU MUST PROTECT YOUR THOUGHTS 
FOR ME TO TRANSMIT. 


yy Re) 
S ~ | 
S855 EA 
HOW'P THEY FIND 
us? 


ACCORDING TO RED 


THEY ALSO MISTAKENLY 
AND VIOLET'S 


BELIEVE THAT SYZYGY 
AND YOU ARE RESPON- 
SIBLE FOR THE 
INTO BEINGS OF ATOMIC INFERNO 
LIGHT. WHICH DESTROYED 
—- if THEIR HOME, 
CHICHANO. 


I THOUGHT OUR \¥ 


BEING ON - 
PLOREXUS WAS A Z'LL PROJECT HIS 
SECRET. _//\ |iMAGE TO YOU ALL. 


WELL.,.T BELIEVE I'VE 
GIVEN YOU MORE THAN 
ENOUGH TIME TO FORMULATE 

YOUR BATTLE STRATEGY. 


DON'T WORRY, I'LL NOT 
DISAPPOINT You, T ASSUME 
IT'S GOING To BE You 
AND ME. 


THEN HOW ABOUT. WE TAKE OUR CONTEST TO THE FAR TIERED RTE RCL ESL 
MY CONFLICT WITH THE SW. 


SIDE OF THE VALLEY ¥ 


YES... THAT 
WOULD PROVE 
LESS 
CONFUSING. 


YES, YOUR. 
HOLINESS. 


FIRST YOU PESTROY OUR HOME IN A NUCLEAR 


I DON'T SUPPOSE T CAN CONVINCE 
BLAZE, THEN YOU DARE TO MOCK uS/ 


YOU THAT WE'RE NOT REALLY A 
PACK OF HOMICIDAL HOLINDS 2 


RS £08 THAT YOU SHALL Pay! eee CaN Ney 
TOS MYSTIC POWERS 


YOUR GROUP WON'T LAST 
LONG AGAINST INFRA REP, 
ANP ULTRA VIOLET. 


a co 


I'M GOING TOENTOY 
THIS. 


THAT SOUNDED LIKE A VOLCANO ERUPTING AT THE FAR 
END OF THE VALLEY. 


7) WHAT ARE 
( you_uP To, 


A HAND WITH 
THOSE HUMAN 
LIGHTBULBS. 


THIS IS AS GOOD A TIME AS ANY TO 

TRY OUT THESE PLASTIQUE GRE- 

WADES NWN\LLOW FIXED UP FOR OUR 
WEAPONS BELT. 


ABOUT RIGHT. 


A QUICK, CONCENTRATED LIGHT. 
BURST SHOULP BE ENOUGH To EI 
THIS ASSASSINS SNIPING WAY: 


WOLET, ARE 
YOU ALL 
RIGHT ¢ 


A SMOKE BOMB ?/ 


DISTRACT US FROM THE 
TELEPATH'S ATTACK / 


DAMNATION! THEY'RE Too FAST FOR ME To Bore A 
Halls BLAST ON THEM. 


YOU WOULD STRIKE 
WOMAN DOWN 
FROM BEHIND 2! 


«+, THAT WOMAN'S TRYING TO] I'LL PO THE SAME To You IFT 
Cenleie ei FAVORITE | GET HALF A CHANCE, SONNY, 


WHILE, ACROSS THE VALLEY 
ANOTHER STRUGGLE GOES ON. 


THEY CONTINUE THEIR: 
RELENTLESS ASSAULTS 
UPON EACH OTHER 
WITHOUT UTTERING A 
WORD. 


NOTHING MATTERS 
EXCEPT THE OPEN- 
(NG 1 THAT SHORT 
MOMENT WHEN A 
GUARD 16 SLIGHTLY 
LOWERED OR A FOOT 
SLIPS. 3 


SUBDENLY, THE 
LORD PAPAL 
EXECUTES AN 
UNEXPECTE! 
MOVE. 7 


I 5 z . 
| ze : 


I ‘SURE HOPE VANTH'S: PONG Eas OES 
THERE THAN WE A 


>( HEY, WHAT'S BALDY 
| UP TONOW? 


ENGULFING INFRA RED.” 


Le, 
a 


LENE FS TOTAL Z CAN FEEL IT 


‘i 
| 8 MUST. 
NO: NOT BESO! ym 


YOU SHOULD HAVE 
KNOWN THAT MY POWERS 
OF LIGHT AND JUSTICE 
COULP NOT BE DENIED. 


“POWERS OF LIGHT AND 


JUSTICE"... SHEEESH/ 


PO YOU REALLY THINK 
THAT SILLY ZASER PIS 
TOL COULD STOP A BEING 
OF LIGHT, FOOL & 


BY, Y THE GODS! THE MYSTIC 
AS RECOVERED AND & UPON 

ME AGAIN BEFORE I CAN 

FINISH Alelde af THAT PURPLE 


Ni Ww, IF ONLY: AN MANAGE To. 
b suevive NY MOMENT OF HEROIC 
LUNACY. 


MOVE A MUSCLE OR BEGIN TO EVEN GLOW. 
JUST THE SLIGHTEST BIT, SISTER, AND 
YOU'RE DEAD. _ 


YOU'VE BEEN FED A CRATE ; ea |THE: LORD IUPAL EOEy 7 
j SYZYGY YOU MUST SEE THAT 
FULL OF asd By. THE LORD STR : ing Alea icant Ral yen eee ae eae BY, 


A CLEVER 
TYRANT! 


HOW! CN = BELIEVE THAT © THAT WAY YOU WILL SEE ALL 
THAT IS IN MY MIND AND KNOW, 
THE TRUTH. 
THE LORD PAPAL 
IS MY SPIRITUAL 


LEADER. HE...» ORCE Mell 


I CAN'T FO) 
WY INTO THIS MENTAL BONTING) 
BUT IF YOU WISH TS, TO KNOW 


E ONLY WAY CAN CONVINCE You 
IE BY SSTARLIGHING A ETAL 
APPORT WITH YOU. 


9 VIOLET, To my SIDE! 


ie 


NEVER HAVE I FACEP SUCH A FOE 
AS YOU, VANTH DREADSTAR. 


THIS HAS TRULY BEEN A 
BATTLE TO REMEMBER. 


YES; BUT IT'S ALMOST THEN YOU ALSO SENSE I SENSE SOMEONE'S | THEN, ONCE AGAIN “I 
OVER, YOLUR_APPROACHING. IMMINENT DEMISE, LEFEND YOUR-If 
DEATH 2 : = GELE/ f 


YOU LOOK TO BE TRING: 
DREADSTAR. 


fe 
iN Yap 


Ugg” 


BY THE STARS / THE PAPAL AND 
DREADSTAR'S BATTLE 1S SHAKING THIS 
MOUNTAIN. RANGE Like AN 
JUST WHAT HAVE I 
GOTTEN MYSELF MIXED 
UP WITH HERE? 


WHAT AMI 
DOING HERE 


I SYZYGY QARKLOCK, 


\ MURDERER OF MILLIONS, 
PREPARE TO BAY FOR _ ae 
BD) YOUR CRIME! _<aw 


THIS TIME THERE 18 NO ESCAPE! 


IT'S ALL OVER , VIOLET. 

WE'VE BEATEN HIM. - : 

| / NOW ONLY VANTH 

 DREADSTAR REMAINS To) 
BE BROUGHT BEFORE 

\ CHURCH JUSTICE, 7 


NOW WHO'S, 
TIRING, PAPAL 2, 


CAN'T YOU WORK UP. 
THE POWER TO BLOCK 
MY. SWORD THRUSTS 

ANY LONGER 2 


THE LAST ONE 
CAME DANGEROUSLY 
CLOSE TO TAKING OFF /_== 


YOUR HEAD. 


WHY SHOULD I 
BOTHER TO DEFLECT 
aiaL RIDICULOUS 


THE MOMENT FREEZES IN TIME. 

BOTH TITANS GRAPPLE WITH THE 

SWORD. THEN, SUPDENLY THERE 
Sy IS AMIGHTY SURGE OF POWER ANP... 


S, 


IEE. REMAINS ¥ 
i : 
I SAID... IT'S ~ WITHIN ME, IT Je 
ALL OVER. i \ ISN'T OVER, 

\ MONSTER 


CAN'T YOU FEEL IT? I YOU TWO WERE LINKED 
SENSED THE TRUTH IN STA ar alco | NAGE THINGS. THE eM CONE bea 
THE FIRST MOMENT E WAS = |SouR FATAL WEAKNESS | GNORD I SUATTERE: | NouR FINAL MOMENTS 


IN YOUR PRESENCE. TYOUR CONNECTION TO | AN? YOURE A 2EAP WITH YOUR FRIENDS. 


THE SWORP. 


HOW GOES IT HERE THE /NFIDELS HAVE BEEN 
= GATHERED UP AND ARE READY, 
( FOR EXECUTION: YOUR 
HOLINESS, s 


I'M AFRAI? I MUST DENY —- = 
YOU YOUR RigrEOUS VEN DEATH WOULD PROVE 
CEANCE Pa LONGER) TOO MERCIFUL A BLES- 


DB t 
WHITE/ WHAT'S 
HAPPENED 2! 


I DON'T BELIEVE 
THE READINGS I'M 
GETTING OFF THIS. 

MEDISC: 


BUT) YOUR LORDSHIP, 

THESE VILLAINS MUST PAY 

FOR WHAT THEY DIP TO 
CHICHANO/ 


THEY ARE PAYING, MY SON, 
LOOK FOR YOURSELF, 


Amin : OS 


ACCORDING TO THIS, YOU'RE AGING AT SUCH 
AN INCREDIBLE KATE THAT YOU DO NOT HAVE 
MUCH MORE THAN A FEW MINUTES TO LIVE, 


THE MEDISCAN MUST 
HAVE BEEN DAMAGED IN 
THE BATTLE. 


A y 5 
re | see gern 
WAI OFF THE RAVAGES . EXECUTION OF 


DEC _ - . YOUR 
“ TWEE EVEN Cay 7 THESE TRAITORS. 
CENTURIES. = 


BUT THE BLADE 
1S NOW SHATTERED, 
AND TIME HAS COME 
TO CLAIM ITS DUE. 


ST, 
LAA 


THERE |S NO PLACE THEY CAN HIDE 
TO ESCAPE THEIR FATE. 


IT WAS ONE HELL OFA GLORIOUS 
FIGHT. FAREWELL, OLD FOE. 


Uses 


wit 


irc) rch 


| 


ior — 


Dear Jim and Archie, 

Just finished reading Dread- 
star #11—another outstanding 
issue. | hardly even missed 
Vanth and crew this issue. May- 
be you should give the Lord 
High Papal his own series—his 
origin story this issue was fas- 
cinating. You did a superb job in 
depicting the events that shaped 
the life of the High Lord, making 
him the arch villain he is today. 

I can’t wait until the current 
storyline reaches its conclusion. 
I'm eager to see the final show- 
down between Dreadstar and 
the Lord High Papal. | realize 
that’s probably not coming up 
for awhile yet (after all, it’s been 
eleven issues so far, and the two 
haven't even met!), but that 
doesn’t lessen my enthusiasm. 

| like the idea of the Papal serv- 
ing the twelve dark gods though 
he is ruler of half the universe. 
This illustrates the theory that no 
matter how powerful you are, 
there’s always someone more 
powerful. Now that the High 
Lord feels he is almost ready to 
usurp his masters, this could 
lead to big trouble—and some 
interesting developments. 

I'm looking forward to the re- 
turn of Dreadstar and the gang 
next issue. We haven't seen 
much of Plan M lately, so I’m cu- 
rious as to how well it is being 
implemented. Keep creating 
those masterpieces, Jim. You've 
got a reader for life. 

Barry Dutter 
Scotch Plains, NJ 


As you can see, Barry, Plan M 
has been implemented beyond 
Vanth and company’s wildest 
dreams. We imagine, if the Milky 
Way hadn’t blown up, they'd 
probably be trying to line Max- 
ilon up for a few music videos 
and things. Although, of course, 
the ending of this issue's tale 
could change things, just slight- 
ly. Orare we just being paranoid? 


Dear Jim and Archie, 

Congratulations. Issue #11 
proved once again the depth of 
thought which goes into Dread- 
star. Even the ruthless Lord Papal 
isa man with a history, a product 
of his heritage and circum- 
stances. Well done. 

I think the cat got out of the 
bag however when Lord Papal 
thought to himself “There are 
alien beings out there—they 
have needs—I serve those 
needs.” That, in combination 
with issue #7, where Vanth dis- 
covered that all Instrumentality 
catorlite is shipped to the planet 
Glaxen, practically spells it out. 
Catorlite is used by the twelve 
gods somehow, and they cre- 
ated the church as an instrument 
to get it. The war, as Syz mused, 
was indeed over access to Mon- 
archy catorlite. And now the 
gods have access to all catorlite 
in the Empirical Galaxy. What 
next, a massive pig-out on the 
“food of the gods?” Or an em- 
bargo by the Lord Papal? 

Keep up the good work! 

Craig Bracklull 
(no address given) 


Your guesses sound exceed- 
ingly shrewd to us, Craig, but 
right now the only folks who 
know for sure are Starlin, the 
Gods and the Lord High Papal 
themselves. And we aren’t about 
to ask any of them. The last per- 
son we sent snooping around 
any of their offices was returned 
to us a few days later...in an 
ashtray. 


Dear Jim and Archie, 

lam a newcomer to Dreadstar, 
so | have a few questions: 

1) Will Dreadstar have an infi- 
nite number of issues or will it 
end? 

2) How do you pronounce 
Oedi and Syzygy? 

3) Where was “The Price” be- 
sides Dreadstar Annual #1? 


4) Will there be a second 
annual? 

5) The only part of the Meta- 
morphosis Odyssey | caught was 
with Whis’par. Please reprint the 
entire Metamorphosis Odyssey in 
the “Warlock format”! 

6) How does Jim Starlin eat 
and sleep with that paper bag 
over his head? 

I think that Dreadstar is the 
best comic around! It does not 
have paperboard characters, 
such as a few companies that | 
know (DC!)! Vanth has incredi- 
ble depth. All the characters 
have depth. Take Dreadstar #11. 
I now see that Lord Papal has a 
motive for his hatred: he’s just 
getting even. | really pity. him, 
and feel sad for him. | love it! 

Erick Haight 
Roscommon, MI 


Welcome to our ranks, Erick. 
It’s good to have you aboard. 
Taking your questions by the 
numbers, the answers are: 

1) We don’t foresee Dreadstar 
ending any time soon. Starlin 
has too many good ideas for the 
book, and lots of people are 
reading it. 

2) Oedi is pronounced as if it 
were short for Edward, and you 
can find Syzygy’s name in the 
dictionary, because he’s named 
aftera planetary conjunction. All 
three “y”s are pronounced like 
short “i”s, and the “g” is soft, 
like a “j”. 

3) “The Price” was originally 
published, in a limited print run 
black and white edition called 
The Price, by Eclipse Enterprises. 

4) Yes, but not immediately. 
We have some ideas in the 
works, but nothing’s set enough 
to announce yet. 

5) It’s pretty certain that we will 
be reprinting the Metamorphosis 
Odyssey in the future, Erick, but 
maybe you should be reading 
Epic Illustrated anyway. You 
could be missing out on the be- 


SES LS ener re 


ginnings of the next Dreadstar 
right now, you know. 

6) How does Starlin eat? He 
puts on the old feed bag (or is 
it a grocery bag?) And, when it’s 
time to sleep, he just hits the 
sack. 


Dear Jim and Archie, 

One day, about a year or so 
ago, no new comics had come 
into the Comics Den, the popular 
spotin town, so! picked upa last 
month's issue of Dreadstar. 
Wow! It was the best comic I'd 
ever read. Incredible artwork, 
no ads (Yea! Yea!) and charac- 
ters who were so deep that you 
got in the swing of things if you 
read only one issue. 

I have since collected all the | 
back issues, and each is as good 
as the one | first read. 

Keep up the great work, Jim, 
and until Syzygy grows a mo- 
hawk, make mine Marvel and 
Epic, but especially Dreadstar! 

Dave White 

Mississauga, Ontario, Canada 


You heard him, Syz! The guy 
says he’s gonna stop reading if 
you grow a mohawk, so all those 
plans for a glamorous new look 
are out. You‘re just gonna have 
to let someone else become the 
first New Wave sorceror of Viel- 
toor. Good thing you stopped us 
in time, Dave! 


Dear Jim and Archie, 
I have just become interested 


did (like Erick up there.) Give us 


in the Metamorphosis Odyssey, 
just a little late, though. | have 
most of the Dreadstar comic se- 
ries and both of the graphic nov- 
els, “The Price” and Dreadstar, 
but | don’t have the stories that 
were in the issues of Epic IIlus- 
trated. | know there must be 
other people out there with the 
same problem, so not just for 
me but for those other people 
also, would you be willing to 
make copies of Metamorphosis 
Odyssey stories that were in Epic 
Illustrated (#’s 1-9 and #15) so 
that we don’t have to pay fora 
whole magazine just for one 


story? You had “The Price” re- 
copied as the first Dreadstar An- 
nual, and | hear that the first few 
issues of Dreadstar are going to 
be reprinted so why can’t you 
reprint these stories? 
| just have one more question 
that | definitely need answered. 
How are you supposed to pro- 
nounce Syzygy? 
Derek Fetters 
Yakima, WA 


It’s never too late to start read- 
ing Dreadstar, Derek. Why, look 
at all the regular readers who 
asked the same questions as you 


alittle time on the reprints. We’ll 
let you know as soon as we have 
good news for you. 


